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letter from the Caliph of Baghdad and of having  to
send the robe, that had offended, to Baghdad to be
burned there   publicly.    Correspondingly, the Sultan
attached  a very high value to the title of  Yamitmd-
Doiolali conferred upon him by that Caliph, when the
former ordered the KJtutla to be read in the name of
the latter, on the conquest of Khurasan.   Even at the
end of the Sultan's reign, he was delighted when fresh
titles of honour were conferred on  him and on the
members of his  family  by  the pontiff at Baghdad.
Finally, in order to pave the way for the succession of
his favourite son, the Sultan had to request the Caliph
to  give  precedence to the name of that son in the
pontifical correspondence with Ghazni.    It is obvious
that the haughty spirit of the Sultan must have been
galled  by  the  necessity  of  showing   such constant
deference to the Caliph.  One way out of the difficulty
was to crush the Buwaihids and  to take  their  place
as the Mayor of the Palace at Baghdad.   But as that
was not to be, he must have rejoiced in the rise of a
theory of the Divine Eight  of  Kings,  which was of
venerable antiquity, which gave opportune support to
the royal title and to the dynastic hopes of Mahmud,
and which was put forward  by the unique literary
skill of Firdausi, which would ensure its wide accept-
ance.
(H)   ARYAN HISTOBT ENVISAGED AS A STBUGGLE WITH
THE  TUBANIANS : THE OAEEEB OF AFBASIY AB
Both, in the epic and in the Yasht, the central
trend of Aryan history is conceived  as a struggle